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o 'The Anatomy of a Rumor...

s Feed Its Spread.

- Even Denials Fee ad

‘ { By Leéroy F. Aarons * " i Kand - hns recelyedwidely read among the left. Despite this, the rumot’ e

hundreds of letters and The Volce ran it on April 18, qucries continue to pour :
Sw ;;';‘X"“;;”'m‘"w"m ‘ phone calls on- the matterciting the Newhouse stories Into Rand—most of them &~ !
/ ONICA, Calif. from all over the country— as its source. from university communi = Qa5
—Philip (Flip) Webster, a from congressmen, profes- The Wwall St. Journal bu-ties. ’ Ay
student at’ Towson (Md,)‘soirs, st}l:ler;lts and muse-n‘xeau spoitt(édR tl(tle XM}?E William How}z‘iird of tg\e SR \
wives. It. has ‘sought to plece, queried Rand and t e Newhouse Washington bu.  * . S
‘Stta:e Collegtfe; learr::dtabout quash . the reports in every White- House, and printed reau, author or the original .~ .-’ AL
bel rom & q yer tha dW&\S instance, but, in the ‘words the following item in 1its “Newsscope” item, now says, L
.‘being passed out around the o Jack' Vogel, communica- Washington Wire eolumn on“We have not been able to R
~ Johns lopkins University tions dircctor, “I.don't think April 24 (which, through pubstantiate this story since Ll

. campus. we've seenthe.end of this fluke, ran only in the West-'we printed it He added = - v ¢

. Rands Lynn Byrne, a jun- thing yet. 1t's. just gone na- ern and Midwest editions): that Newsscope s usually .
for at Michigan State Uni-tional® . + . ' “Nixon men find a rumor reserved for “gpeculative
versity, heard ahout it from  The first version 'came hard to spike—that thestuff” and it he had it to do
Clyde Morrls, her communi- from the . Washington bu- Rand Corp. ‘think tank’ is again he would not have
_cations professor, who had reau of the Newhouse News studying the idea of cancel-printed the item, ’
‘heard about it from a friend Service, a national wire that ling the 1972 presidential I thought while the item
who had_a clipping from 2 feeds Newhouse's 25 papers electlons if radicals threaten was startling in certain re-
paper in'Porlland, Ore. throughout the country. The to disrupt it spects it wasn’t going to

Harvard chemistry Profes- "By now, the rumor wasshake anybody out of the
’ gor George Kistiakowski, item which ran. In early ‘% 0" chreading. The trees the way it did,” he

who was sclence adviser to April in Newhouse’s 20ssipY 199,000 * circulation under- said, SN
President Eisenhower, heard weekend feature, Newsscope pround shect, the Los Ange- Howard sald that a New? L
about 1t from some people said, in part: _ les Free Press, ran it with house reporter had plcked '
- who had picked up the «Washington—The White front.page headlines: syndi- up the rumor in New York,
O rumor in North Carolina.  House s ordering up several eated columnist Trv Kupci- but he would not say how ori
Peter Burchyns, a gradu- hush-hush security studies net used it in his Chicago whicre, v ¢
ate. student, heard two stu-and one of them is reported Sun-Times column; The Na- “We're the ones who put
dents at Stanford University to address the question: tion mngazine included it in it out,” Howard added, “but
talking about it after sceing What would happen if there an editorial entitled, “In.the real problem is the way
it In_the Wall Street is no presidential election In grastructure of Repression,” it was interpreted and
Journal. . . . Cee 10727 : Interestingly, most of the twisted around by others.” !}
. Kathryn Bennett heard it. “President Nixon's advis- pational press—including  Rand president Rowen N
at a neighborhood meeting ers are understood to be in- Time, Newsweek, the .New speculated that the election SN
in Minneapolis from som¢- creasingly concerned about vork Times and The Wash- study rumor thrived because Lo ny
one who had read it in the the country’s internal secu- jnaston Post—and television of “a heightened sense of R
Village Voice, . . ‘.rlty-—-nnd the chances of giayed away from the anxiety” in the country and Yy
What each heard, along radical elements dlsrupting rymor, at teast until Moyni- ug widespread feeling that: LS
with - thousands—perhaps governmental operations, In- han openly discussed it in government is not to be RN
millions—of others across cluding national elections.  his address at Fordham Uni- trusted” - Cok ; .
the country, was the rumor “The study apparently yersity, : ¢ “Why should they believe: :
that the *Nixon administra being undertaken by the Moreover, many of the governmental denials or ¥ :
tion had- hired the R_and‘Raﬂd Corp., a defense-orl- gytlets who printed the re- anybody else’s?” he asked. . /
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iing -the American election factions “5|"Bdf°l'°" Orl‘ngb"'has not undertaken such a consin, is Rand’s repulation
In 1972, , . g:;gat‘s’ z)(;xu(;uctrn::eelcctro‘: ;tl:ctlg; n:gk(llog's no‘f cot;t%m- among new lefters as an ln-‘

v Rand, which. does 80 per _ ng such a study; from the Unlversity of Wis-
Ssent of Its work for ‘the de- :v'l‘:]h :;ri;:‘dgf!;l:ilor;lx:c.sl.ﬂent :or has 1t been approached 'strument of the war mal
fense dcpartme({\t.}"has caui- "The item ran inat least a:.fy anyt:me with a p_mposal?ch‘l,r;‘e-nd s easi s
gorically denied the report.p ie qozen papers from Har. 10T such a study.” P Ra 8 s easier to pin it
But the rumor continues {0 yshyrg to -Portiand -Rowan repeated this to & fp v o said, “because

! , Pa, X
it Tt Fot to the point o 1¢ was followed bY, & reporter, adding that Rand pus sbout 1t 1t dess superse;

that last weckend, White ‘ :
House counsclor Daniel P. fonger Newhouse story in ‘had searched. Its files back cret work for the military,

Moynihan felt obliged .tgMId-April, which repeated three years for something with all kinds of CIA, cloali IO
dwell on it at length in gthe cumor as “unconfirmed” that might be congtrued oriand dagger connotationsy -
‘ commencement address. Heand included a White House misconstrued as  the . ruq anything anyway.” 1
(’(D © * jcalled the persistence of thddental, ... .+ o - mored study, “There was Some people are convinced,
‘ramor symptomaticiof the . By now, * however, the nothing,” he {insisted, “Dis« ‘I.lg ;-I&'}ﬂu",ﬁg}}?ﬁ to denv
ifact that mistrust of govern-story had been picked up by sidence, . electigns. or "Vlo'\ enae - , & DPro-
!ment had reached “épl-the -Viliage Volce, & New lence in America is not. ajfessor of communications .j

demic”, proportions.., i+ ¥ ork City, weehly, newsprodrtublect we arg working on:?Michigan  Siate. Unlversity,
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